Deputy Glenn Kountz

110 Fifth Ave.

Youngstown, Ohio 44503

May 29, 2006

Honorable Judge Jennifer Sargus

101 West Main Street

St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950

Dear Judge Sargus,
Subject: Jonathan Moore (Judicial Release)
I was contacted by Officer Bumba some time ago. He informed me of his concern that one Jonathan Moore who had shot him on Oct 5th, 1995 when he was serving as an officer of the Bridgeport PD was being considered for Judicial Release. Officer Bumba contacted me, as I serve as the Trustee for the 2nd District of the State of Ohio Fraternal Order of Police and St. Clairsville is in my district.
Officer Bumba advised me of the incident that occurred to him on Oct. 5th 1995 in which  Jonathan Moore shot him after a high speed chase, with a 12 gauge shotgun loaded with rifled slugs and advised me that you were considering releasing Jonathan Moore on Judicial release.  I asked Officer Bumba to fax me the info concerning this incident so I could be more informed of the facts concerning this incident. After reading the case file of this incident, I find it truly appalling that you would even consider releasing this inmate back to society. Jonathan Moore not only shot Officer Bumba in the right hand without any provocation (and I believe we all would agree that officer Bumba was truly fortunate his injuries were not more serious), but he fired another shot at the cruiser that could have hit his partner (instead hitting the right rear door just behind his partner).

He then went on to shoot at his girlfriend who suffered wounds to her head from wooden splinters, as well as fragments from the rifled slug. As if this was not enough, he shot another man who too suffered head injuries. There could very well have been four fatalities instead of three injured victims, one of whom was a police officer. This was not just a mistake or an accident as so many of the letters from his family and friends claim, but a violent attempt to take the lives of not only two police officers, but two innocent people one of whom he claimed to love.

This sends a message to all who would consider shooting or killing a police officer that this behavior is acceptable or in some way forgivable. I appreciate the fact that as a judge, you have to consider this motion, but I can’t state my objections strongly enough that you deny this motion for Judicial Release. In light of the fact that we just observed National Police Memorial Week, Officer John Bumba’s name could have been carved on that Memorial Wall if not for the ricocheting of the round from the windshield and the dashboard.

My understanding is that Jonathan Moore agreed to a plea bargain, with the fact that he had a felonious assault charge against a police officer dropped down to just four counts of felonious assault. I believe Jonathan Moore received any break he had coming with this plea deal. I believe he was sentenced to 35-63yrs. with four gun spec’s to be served consecutively. As I stated above, I’ve read all the letters from his family and friends who wrote on his behalf and am truly astounded that some letters stated his sentence was too harsh, his actions were an accident, or a mistake. Would these letters have said the same had he killed officer Bumba? We officers put our lives on the line every day and have chosen to serve and protect and give our lives in the line of duty if necessary to uphold the law and protect those who cannot protect themselves.

I strongly encourage you to NOT grant judicial release to Jonathan Moore (95-CR-252). Should you wish to discuss this issue further with me, Please call work at: 330-480-5028 or my cell at: 330-716-4706.       
Respectfully yours,
Deputy Glenn Kountz
President Mahoning County Deputies Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #141
2nd District Trustee State of Ohio Fraternal Order of Police Inc.
cc:
Chuck Canterbury


 President National Fraternal Order of Police

